

SENDING A THANK – YOU LETTER TO YOUR U.S. REPRESENTATIVE AND U.S. SENATOR

As a state partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Council strongly recommends that you send a thank you letter by mail or fax to your Congressional Representative and U.S. Senators as soon as possible.  This letter will illustrate the valuable work that you and the Council are doing and inform legislatures where taxpayer dollars are being spent.


If you’re unsure as to whom your sponsoring organization’s Congressional Representative and U.S. Senator is please click on www.vote-smart.org where you will find zip code-based directories of political districts. 


Please send a copy of your thank you letter to the Council so that we may personally present the letters to the members of Congress on our annual visit to Washington D.C. for Humanities on the Hill. Your letter will make a difference. A template for the thank you letter is on the next page.

If you require additional assistance please contact, Jody Sahota, External Affairs Coordinator, at (415) 391-1474 ext. 303 or at hsahota@calhum.org. 


[DATE]

The Honorable Jane Doe

[ADRESS]

[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Dear Representative Doe:

I am pleased to inform you that we have received an important and prestigious grant award for (PROJECT TITLE) from the California Council for the Humanities. The grant is a competitive program of the Council in partnership with the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the Skirball Foundation. The Council received over $5,000,000 in requests and was only able to award $305,000. The demand for programs that explore the issues of significance to Californians is great and we are honored to have received an award. This project could not have been made possible without the help of the California Council for the Humanities.

Our project [PROJECT TITLE] will [PROJECT DESCRIPTION]. [ORGANIATION NAME] wants to thank you for your ongoing support, and your commitment to providing high-quality humanities projects to California. This support is both an investment in our organization and in the social fabric of our state.  

As you know, state humanities councils are unique entities that support the public’s engagement with the humanities. The state councils receive core funding from the NEH’s Federal-State Partnership program. We hope we can count on your support to increase much-needed funding for NEH which would translate into more projects like ours in your district and throughout California. We believe such projects help us strengthen our democracy by sharing the stories of our past and present, about what distinguishes us, and what brings us together as people who must build a common future.

Thank you for your time and your attention and for your support of the California Council for the Humanities and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Sincerely,

